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18 Teams from 11 countries go urban, 
poised to embark on the Solar Decathlon Europe 2021!

The Energy Endeavour Foundation & the SDE21 Organisers 
in Wuppertal, Germany, are delighted to announce the competing 
Teams for the upcoming Solar Decathlon Europe (SDE) Competition,  
set for late summer 2021.

Kicking off 2020 with a bang! Perpetuating the momentum of the Solar Decathlon Europe, the SDE21 

Organisation was delighted to receive applications from worldwide university Teams eager to get on board 

the cutting-edge SDE21 competition in sustainable architecture and engineering. After careful evaluation 

of the many strong applications, a panel of expert Jury members unanimously selected 18 Teams from 

11 countries. The SDE21 Organisation is excited to welcome the designated Teams, who will manage 

urban design and construction challenges, proposing innovative solutions to our real-world challenges 

in energy-efficiency. These Teams will be the heart of the SDE21 Campus community during the upcoming 

Solar Decathlon Europe 2021 Competition event in Wuppertal, Germany.

The SDE21 Organisation congratulates all applicants and celebrates the following  

SDE21 Teams represented by their lead universities:

•  The School of Architecture, Bangkok University, Thailand (BKU)

• Chalmers Technical University, Sweden (CHA)

• Czech Technical University, Czech Republic (CTU)

• Technical University of Denmark, Denmark (DTU)

• FH Aachen, University of Applied Sciences, Germany (FHA)

• École nationale supérieure d’architecture de Grenoble, France (GRE)

• Biberach University of Applied Science, Germany (HBC)

• Hochschule für Technik Stuttgart, Germany (HFT)

• Düsseldorf University of Applied Sciences, Germany (HSD)

• Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urbanism, Romania (ION)

• Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany (KIT)

• King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand (KMU)

• National Chiao Tung University, Taiwan (NCT)

• Rosenheim Technical University of Applied Sciences, Germany (ROS)

• Delft University of Technology, Netherlands (TUD)

• Eindhoven University of Technology, Netherlands (TUE)

• University of Pécs, Hungary (UPH)

• Universitat Politècnica de Valencia, Spain (UPV) 
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SDE21 Teams have been selected to design & build highly efficient and innovative dwellings powered by 

renewable energy. The emphasis is on the challenges of renewable energy transition in urban contexts, 

defining the SDE21 as the ultimate urban Competition in architecture and engineering. Teams will explore 

opportunities for the revitalisation of urban building stocks that work toward reducing our carbon footprint. 

Reusing, rehabilitation, building up and re-defining existing dwellings are the central architectural tasks –  

resource efficiency, sufficiency, climate protection and circular life-cycle construction are central themes.

The ten Contests for the SDE21 Competition are as follows:

• Architecture

• Engineering & Construction

• Energy Performance

• Affordability & Viability

• Communication, Education & Social Awareness

• Sustainability

• Comfort

• House Functioning

• Urban Mobility

• Innovation

Initiated in 2002 by the United States Department of Energy, the Solar Decathlon is a university-level  

student competition in responsible, performant, and innovative architecture and engineering. 

Teams compete in the design, construction and operation of individual, and resource-efficient dwellings. 

The Demonstration Units are brought to the Competition site and assembled within approximately ten days. 

The site becomes an open forum and exhibition, where the units are visited by the public and evaluated  

by an international jury of experts. The SDE Competition event provides unparalleled opportunities,  

especially for all involved in our ever-growing green-energy workforce.

The Solar Decathlon Europe is stewarded by the Energy Endeavour Foundation, a Netherlands-based,  

non-profit organisation which fosters university research competitions and awareness activities  

in the fields of social, economic and environmental resource responsibility. Supported by the German 

Federal Ministry of Commerce and Energy, the SDE21 is hosted in Wuppertal, Germany, with the 

University of Wuppertal and the Wuppertal Institute.

“The Solar Decathlon Europe is a singular experience for student Decathletes who

learn by building with renewables, and contribute to our better built environment.”

Louise Holloway, Director, Energy Endeavour Foundation 

“In a century of urbanisation and climate change, it`s necessary to tackle  

urban energy transition right now. We are grateful to be able to do this together  

with inspired people from all over the world in this great urban competition.”

Daniel Lorberg, University of Wuppertal, Project Director, SDE21
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Laura Cardona, Energy Endeavour Foundation

Photo by Hello I’m Nik on Unsplash

Design by G. Lorijn, Energy Endeavour Foundation

A and U / AA files / Archinect / AJ Architectural Journal / Architectural Design (AD) / Architectural Digest 

/ Architectural Record / Architectural Review / Architecture Today / Art Bulletin / Art Forum / Atlantis / 

BOSS Magazine / Built Environment / Bustler / Canadian Architect / Centropa / Design Methods / Dezeen /

Environment and Behavior / Harvard Design Magazine / JAE journal of architectural education / Journal 

of the american planning association (JAPA) /  Journal of Urban History / JSAH / Landscape Architecture / 

Leisure management / Living Architecture / Open house International / Perspecta / Places / Riba journal / 

Town and country planning / Town planing review / Urban Design / Urban Morphology / Urban land / A10/ 

Domus / related academic and institutional organisations.

Solar Decathlon, Solar Decathlon Europe, youth empowerment, entrepreneurship, energy-efficiency, 

resource responsibility, architecture, engineering, design, social awareness, urban development,  

energy transition, carbon footprint, student competition.

http://solardecathlon.eu // https://sde21.eu // http://energyendeavour.org

Louise Holloway, Director, Energy Endeavour Foundation

+31 6 19 30 79 64 // + 33 6 16 54 55 68

louise.holloway@energyendeavour.org
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